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Burundi Crisis 

Regional Impact 

Highlights 
 Refugees from Burundi continue to cross the borders 

into neighbouring countries. Since the beginning of 

April, more than 175,000 Burundians have arrived in 

the DRC, Rwanda, Tanzania and Uganda.  

 Food stocks are stretched and WFP requires immediate 

contributions to meet the needs of vulnerable  people in 

Burundi as well as new arrivals and existing refugees in 

the four countries. In particular, the   Rwanda operation 

faces a pipeline break starting in October. 

 Blanket supplementary feeding, already underway in 

Rwanda and Tanzania, begins in Burundi in August.  

 WFP continues to support refugees from Burundi at  

border crossings, reception centres and camps. In   

addition, nutrition activities are ongoing to rehabilitate 

those who are malnourished and to prevent further  

deterioration of malnutrition levels.   

 In Tanzania, congestion in camps is of concern. Negoti-

ations with authorities on land access are ongoing.  

Overview  
In Burundi, presidential elections were held on Tuesday 21 

July, despite the withdrawal of three opposition presiden-

tial candidates from the elections. The situation remained 

calm with no incidents reported. However, on Monday 20 

July, explosions and gunfire were heard in the capital city, 

Bujumbura and reports indicate that at least 2 people 

were killed.   

As the country awaits the results of the presidential    

elections, the situation in Bujumbura and other parts of 

the country remain tense. Refugees continue crossing   

borders into neighbouring countries. As at 21 July, more 

than 175,000 people have fled the country into the DRC, 

Rwanda, Tanzania and Uganda. The majority of new    

arrivals are women and children who require urgent     

humanitarian assistance.  

WFP continues to provide critical food assistance to vulner-

able households in Burundi and to all new refugees in the 

neighbouring countries, with a particular focus on the  

nutritional status of children, pregnant and breastfeeding 

women.  

The Burundi Regional Refugee Response Plan has been 

revised to cater for the increasing number of new refugees 

from Burundi. The plan projects the arrival of 323,000 

people until the end of September.  

 

 

  

 

In numbers  

> 175,000 refugees have crossed borders 

into neighbouring countries 

> 100,000 people in Burundi affected 

>1,000 new arrivals weekly into neigh-

bouring countries 

USD 73 million needed for 6 months to 

meet needs of existing operations that are 

responding to the Burundi crisis. 

 

 

                                                           Photo:  WFP/Tala Loubie 

Resourcing 

 6-month  

Shortfall 

USD 

6-month  

Shortfall  

% 

Burundi PRRO  6 million 40% 

DRC PRRO 20 million 32% 

Rwanda PRRO 11 million 66% 

Tanzania PRRO 17 million 59% 

Uganda PRRO 19 million 55% 

TOTAL 73 million  

 
11,165 

79,871 

13,584 

71,158 

100,000 people  

affected within the  

country 
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Burundi. WFP is scaling up to provide emergency 

food assistance to 100,000 vulnerable people affect-

ed by the ongoing crisis in Bujumbura Mairie, Kirundo 

and Makamba Provinces. So far, WFP has provided 

food to about 73,750 people in the affected provinces  

under the first phase of the response (mid-June to 

September). For the second phase, as needs develop, 

WFP plans to provide food assistance for returnees 

and host communities in Kirundo and Makamba, and 

for vulnerable people hosted in social institutions. 

This assistance is in addition to WFP’s ongoing     

intervention to support already food insecure       

populations. 

In August, WFP will initiate targeted blanket         

supplementary feeding for children aged 6-23 

months, and for pregnant and breastfeeding women. 

This is in response to findings of a nutritional   

screening exercise in Kirundo Province, which recom-

mended the introduction of preventive nutrition activ-

ities alongside targeted supplementary feeding for 

moderately malnourished children, and pregnant and 

breastfeeding women. A similar nutrition screening 

exercise is ongoing in Makamba Province.   

Regional Update 
Democratic Republic of Congo. As of 19 July,  

more than 13,500 refugees from Burundi had arrived 

in the country. The daily arrival rates have slowed 

down in recent weeks. It remains to be seen whether 

this trend will continue or if the numbers will resume 

as the situation in Burundi evolves. WFP continues to 

provide food assistance to newly arrived refugees at 

border entry points, transit centres, in the camp and 

to households hosting new arrivals.  

The “most likely” scenario in the revised Burundi  

Regional Refugee Response Plan projects the arrival 

of 30,000  refugees into the DRC.  

Rwanda. As of 21 July, over 71,000 Burundians had 

crossed the border into Rwanda. The daily arrival rate 

has however decreased in the past few days and new 

arrivals continue reporting difficulties encountered as 

a result of road blocks on the way to the border 

crossing points. So far, WFP has provided food     

assistance to more than 45,000 refugees at the   

Mahama camp, border crossing points and reception 

centres. Other new arrivals are staying in urban   

centres and are not seeking humanitarian assistance. 

The operation, which also provides assistance to  

refugees from the DRC, is facing serious resource 

shortfalls. The operation risks a pipeline break in  

October, if new contributions are not received soon. 

WFP continues to provide high energy biscuits, hot 

meals and monthly dry rations to new arrivals. In 

addition, WFP is providing specialized nutrition  prod-

ucts for treatment of moderate acute malnutrition 

and a preventive package for children aged 6-59 

months, pregnant and breastfeeding  women.  

The “most likely” scenario in the revised Burundi  

Regional Refugee Response Plan projects the arrival 

of 120,000 refugees into Rwanda.    

 

 

 

  

 

 

Tanzania. As of 21 July, nearly 80,000 refugees from 

Burundi had crossed the border into Tanzania. There 

has been no significant influx of refugees into Tanzania 

during the past days. New arrivals  reported fleeing 

through the bush to avoid road blocks set up  along 

official border crossing points in Burundi. WFP        

continues to provide high energy biscuits to new     

arrivals at border entry points for immediate relief. In 

addition, hot meals are provided to newly arrived    

refugees at reception centres, transit centres and to 

those awaiting registration at the Nyarugusu camp. 

Monthly family rations are provided to those settled at 

the camp. In its efforts to address malnutrition in the 

camp, WFP is providing specialized nutrition products 

for the treatment of moderate acute malnutrition 

among children below 5 years, pregnant and breast-

feeding women and for blanket supplementary feeding 

targeting children aged 6-23 months. Nyarugusu camp, 

which is currently hosting approximately 144,000 refu-

gees mainly from the DRC and Burundi, has exceeded 

it capacity of 50,000 refugees. Discussions between 

the government and UNHCR are ongoing to identify 

land for development of a new camp.  

The “most likely” scenario in the revised Burundi    

Regional   Refugee Response Plan projects the arrivals 

of 150,000 refugees into Tanzania.  

Uganda. As of 09 July, more than 11,000 Burundi   

refugees had arrived in Uganda. The majority of new 

arrivals are women and children, in need of urgent 

humanitarian assistance. WFP continues to provide 

three hot meals a day at the Juru and Kabazana     

reception centres and monthly dry rations to those who 

have been settled. In addition, treatment of moderate-

ly malnourished children below 5 years is ongoing at 

the transit centres and in the settlement areas.  

The “most likely” scenario in the revised Burundi    

Regional  Response Plan projects the arrival of 20,000 

refugees into Uganda.  

 

Contacts  
 

Burundi, Rwanda & Uganda 

Jesse Wood, Regional Donor Relations Officer,  

Regional Bureau Nairobi 

email: jesse.wood@wfp.org 

 

Challiss McDonough, Senior Regional Communica-

tions Officer, Regional Bureau Nairobi 

email: challiss.mcdonough@wfp.org 

 

Amanda Lawrence-Brown, Regional Communications 

Officer, Regional Bureau Nairobi 

email: amanda.lawrencebrown@wfp.org 

 

DRC & Tanzania 

David Orr, Regional Communications Officer,  

Regional Bureau Johannesburg 

email: david.orr@wfp.org 

 

Jihan Jacobucci, Regional Resource Mobilization & 

Reporting Officer, Regional Bureau Johannesburg 

email: jihan.jacobucci@wfp.org 


